Record of 8/13/03 Cedar Creek Management Plan Workshop
Present:

Jane Loomis, Toby Days, Karen Griggs, Jane Dustin, Edward Gerholt

Tom Crowe, Bernie Sukala, Allen Haynes, Bill Lambert, Mary Jane Slaton, Marvin Bass, Richard Waring, Michael Walter
Jane Loomis started the meeting asking for introductions from all present. She announced that meeting notes and documents are available on the web at the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative website, www.sjrwi.org under the “projects” link.  
The agenda for the meeting called for the group representatives to itemize the problems his/her group identified for Section 4 and 5 in the Watershed Plan outline.
Allen Haynes began the discussion based on a document that he had produced outlining the DeKalb County issues. However, he expressed problems separating the water quality/quantity issues and matching the issues to the top five problems that were identified at the May public meeting.  Allen’s list included

E. Coli/bacteria, Nutrients, Pesticides, Industrial Discharge, Drainage, sedimentation.

Quite a bit of discussion followed. Jane asked the group to step back and examine our vision (Section 3 in the Watershed Plan), and then add/delete problems and causes for Section 4. 
Items identified in our vision for Cedar Creek Watershed were:
Habitat

Drainage

Recreation

Potable Water Source

Community Asset

Natural Beauty
Groundwater Recharge

Sustainable Development

The group acknowledged that different individuals/groups have differing expectations for each of these vision items, and a cause or stressor to one particular vision may be an integral need of the vision of another group or individual.  Those differences will be hammered out later. 

Moving back to causes and stressors to the vision (Section 4) the following items were identified:

Bacteria, Nutrients, Pesticides, Toxic Discharges, Drainage, Sedimentation, Land Use Changes/Construction, Logjams/ Physical Obstructions, Hydrologic Changes, Thermal Pollution, Landfills

A short brainstorming session was held near the end of the meeting to expand on sources of these stressors. It is by no means complete, but the following table is a start:

	Vision
	Problem or Stressor
	Cause of stressor

	
	E. Coli, Bacteria
	CSO, non-functioning septic systems, sewer overflow/bypass, livestock, wildlife, food processing facilities

	
	Nutrients
	Agricultural runoff, urban runoff, livestock, sewer problems, non-functioning septic systems, industrial discharge

	
	Pesticides
	Agricultural runoff, urban runoff, ditch clearing operations

	
	Toxic Discharges
	Industrial point sources, illicit discharge, transportation, leaking underground storage tanks, spills

	
	Drainage
	Ditch construction, subsurface tiles, loss of wetlands, increased impervious surfaces

	
	Sedimentation
	Agricultural tillage, construction, physical obstructions, urban runoff, gravel pits

	
	Land Use Changes/ Construction
	Loss of forest cover, transformation of agriculture land to residential and commercial, urban sprawl, increased impervious surfaces

	
	Logjams/ Physical obstructions to waterway
	Damaged bridges/culverts, naturally occurring logjams and other events

	
	Hydrologic Changes
	Elevation Drop, new ditch construction and maintenance, increased runoff, loss of wetlands, retention/detention ponds

	
	Thermal Pollution
	Bank Stripping/loss of riparian area, Potential from permitted discharge points

	
	Landfills
	Specific locations in CC??

	
	
	


The group decided to try an evening meeting for next month in order to attract interested parties who might not be able to participate in a daytime meeting. Thursday, September 4 at 6:00-8:00 p.m. was agreed upon. We will look for a meeting location and post the information on the web, as well as mail out hard-copy announcements and emails.

Notes submitted by Jane Loomis.  Comments or questions can be sent to jane-loomis@iaswcd.org.

