Minutes of the Cedar Creek Watershed Management Plan Task Force

October 14, 2003

Eckhart Public Library

Auburn, Indiana

5:30 p.m.

Attendance:

Jane Loomis

Karen Griggs

Toby Days

Richard Waring

Norman Yoder

Laura Bieberich

Ricky D. Kemmery
Gretel Smith

Jane Dustin

Robert Davis

Rev. Paul W. Row

MaryAnna Feitler

 

 

Jane Loomis, executive director, St. Joseph River Initiative, called the meeting to order.  

The new address for the St. Joseph River Initiative is 

3718 New Vision Drive

Ft. Wayne, IN 46845

(260) 484-5848 ext. 120
 

Karen Griggs volunteered to serve as recorder pro tem.  Gretel Smith read aloud the record of the meeting of Sept. 4, 2003. Corrections were made:

September and October dates were grant application dates. The grants are for non-point pollution control Watershed Plans.

 

J. Loomis announced that the 40-page rough draft plan will soon be available on the Internet website at www.sjrwi.org.
She distributed pages 25 - 32 for discussion.  A full copy of the rough draft plan were circulated. Three topics were discussed: goals, vision, and critical areas. A discussion of section 4.2 and priorities ensued. Information on “Identification of Critical Areas” or hotspots of pollution are needed for the plan document. Descriptions of what we should be concerned about and what we need to focus on in the watershed should be included in the plan document. 

 

Comments on surface water quality and groundwater quality should be sent to Jane Loomis at jane-loomis@iaswcd.org
Blue paper forms distributed in early fall, the Site Information Record Forms, can be used for descriptions of “great” sites or critical sites. 

 


The Watershed Restoration Action Strategy (WRAS) of the Indiana Department of Environmental Management (IDEM), the state pollution control agency was discussed. After all citizens present expressed surprise that such a document existed and that they had no participation in it, Laura Bieberich, IDEM representative, said that the agency had contracted for 17 such WRAS documents around the state. She said that the agency had sent press releases about it. J. Loomis said that the WRAS was an attempt to put existing documents together for information for us to use. She said that the St. Joseph River Initiative staff will still take information and try to update it, since it is a “living” document. It is still a resource, but as far as water quality is concerned, it won’t be updated, since that is continuous, she said.

 

 
L. Bieberich said that the state will update the WRAS every couple of years. 

 


The exact date and time of the next meeting will depend on available meeting rooms, afternoon or evening in November. 

 


The meeting adjourned at approximately 7:30 p.m.

