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Cedar Creek Watershed Management Plan
Record of Meeting

July 16, 2003
Alice Willennar Community Room

Eckhart Public Library

Auburn, Indiana

Cedar Creek Watershed Management Plan Workshop

Present:

Jane Loomis

SJRWI

Toby Days

Alliance of Indiana Rural Water

Julie Knudson

DeKalb SWCD

Norm Yoder

Mayor of Auburn

Mary Jane Slaton
City of FW

Bill Lambert

DeKalb NRCS

Richard Waring
Retired

Allen Haynes

DeKalb SWCD

Gretel Smith

DeKalb Izaak Walton League

Karen Griggs

IPFW

Jane Dustin

Indiana Division, IWLA

Mark Strong

DeKalb Co Surveyor

Jim Covell

Landowner on Cedar Creek

Tom Crowe

Allen SWCD, SJRWI

The meeting opened with a presentation from Toby Days about the Alliance of Indiana Rural Water and its mission, as well as an explanation of source water protection plans. He noted that he is working with the Town of Waterloo on their SWP plan and would like to work with additional towns in the Cedar Creek watershed so that each would have a source water protection plan in place. Waterloo’s plan could serve as a model.

Jane Loomis gave a presentation on the St. Joseph River Watershed Initiative, including background information on the water quality monitoring program and current projects in place for 2003.

Jane Loomis then presented information about building a watershed management plan, what’s included, and suggested a pathway that the group might follow, which was to work of parts 1 (Introducing the Project) and 2 (Describing the Watershed) of the plan outline, the introduction and description of the watershed, with each representative contributing what information they have on their own agency or organization.

Jane Dustin suggested we start with an overview of the Clean Water Act (CWA) and Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) programs to clearly identify exactly what the requirements of the law are, so that we are all on the same page on that.  
Gretel Smith asked how information would be shared within the group. She wanted to make sure that new people would be welcome to join the group process as we move along, but that they should be able to access information from previous meetings in order to be up to date on the group’s activity.  Jane Loomis offered the SJRWI website as a location to publish meeting minutes and notices of the meetings.  Karen Griggs noted that the meetings must be advertised and kept open to the public, indicating that “broom closet meetings” were unacceptable.

Bill Lambert thought that many individuals in the group already had a good knowledge base of the laws, therefore writing up descriptions of the laws should be a sub-project, but would serve as a good sub-chapter for the overall watershed protection plan. Karen Griggs agreed that we should have those documents and rules available for review, but not take meeting time up discussing the laws.

Mark Strong suggested that before the group divides up the 12 watershed plan sections for smaller sub-groups to work on, that we first gather all the data that each participant has related to the five priority concerns (“getting rid of the water, logjams, erosion, surface and ground water quality”) and discuss that gathered information as a single group.  This would allow the group to identify specific targets.
The group then agreed that we start by digging into the meat of the plan, starting with Parts 4 (Identifying Problem Causes and Stressors) and 5 (Identifying Sources of Stressors and Threats), with each representative giving their input based on the five problems identified in the earlier public meeting of May 13 (“getting rid of the water, logjams, erosion, surface and ground water quality”).
Julie Knudson offered her services to organize the meeting place and forward the information to Toby and Jane for dissemination to the larger group.  The group agreed that the Auburn Library location has been good and there was no reason to change location of the meeting, and that Tuesdays and Wednesdays seemed to be good days.

It was agreed that the next meeting will be held the week of August 13 and that each representative will submit, in electronic form, their organization’s input or suggestions regarding the five identified problems and the group would discuss and come to some consensus on those issues at the next meeting.  [Documents can be submitted to Jane Loomis prior to the meeting for incorporation into the draft document. Send to jane-loomis@iaswcd.org.]

Distributed documents:  Watershed Plan Checklist, IDEM, revised 6/5/2003

